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WORKERS '_LIVING STANDARD RISES

on the basis of the 48-hour work week czechoslovak workers earn the
following monthly vages: machine fitter, 5,000 crovns; hairdresser 5 helpsr,
4,000 kindergarten teacher, 1,000 plius roOm and board; locomotive engineer,
S,OOO-S,OGO; glassblovwer; 7,0C0; stenotypist, 3,500, and factory menager,
8,000 crcvns. If a worker becomes 111, he may receive 80 percent of his wages
for one year.

The cost of living 13 10w, while the purchasing pover of wages 1s high-
A Czechoslovak family of three gpends only 25-30 percent of the breadwinner ‘s
take-home pay for food rations. The family pays 40-60 crowns a kilogram for
meat, 55 crowns for fat, 39 for margarine, 80 for butter, 15 for sugar; 18 for
flour, and 5-8 crowns for bread. This means that workers are able to buy ell
sorts of additionsl food products on the free market. In addition, they are
sble to obtain cheap meals in their plant cafeterias, in return for a few
stamps At present, the average Cczechoslovak worker earns the price of his
lunch in 21 minutes, while before the vwar he worked 2 heurs to =ern his noon
meal .

The clothing raticn consists of 120 points. A 25-point dress of the
nighest quality costs 600-1,80¢ crowns, & 9- TO j2-point men’s shirt 120-190
crowns, and a 60-point men's suit costs 600-2,000 cravwms-

~-END -

.1 -

CLASSIFICATION - CONFIDENTIAL
[ nsre DISTRIBUTION

X] rer 1 1

i

zed Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/21 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700010694-9



